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ABOUT
8TH 3

We are a group composed by 27
students. 

Our class has a lot of energy, we are a
very cheerful group and a little noisy
or that is what some teachers say...

It is our hope that you enjoy the work we’ve done as
much as we have enjoyed doing it. 

We would like to thank Elizabeth Gonzalez, from the
historical archive who kindly helped us gather
information in order to do the project. 

We would also like to thank Cecilia Baridon, María
Eugenia Goyeneche, Gloria Sánchez and Carlos Varela
for their valuable time. 
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W   H   I   C   H     A   R   E     T   H   E

H I S T O R I C A L  F I G U R E S
OF OUR SCHOOL AND HOW DO THEY INFLUENCE OUR REALITY?

This essay will focus on the history of the important figures who have been present in the
trajectory of our school. We believe it is very interesting to get to know the different people that
have marked the history of Instituto Crandon.

Cecilia Güelfi, the founder of our school, was born in 1855 in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. She was a very important person for our school. In 1878, when she
was only 23 years old, Cecilia resigned her position as a teacher to create and
assume the direction of two small evangelical schools. A year later, in 1879, the
doors of the "Escuela Evangélica para señoritas" and the "Escuela Evangélica
Gratuita" were opened. Cecilia Güelfi died very young (in 1886) and her brother
Antonio took over her work and continued her legacy; for this he convinced
Methodist missionaries from the women's society in the United States who
supported the initiative to come to Uruguay. 
Some time later, the different establishments were closed to form a single
school called the Evangelical school for girls. The new project included the
teaching of English and year by year the educational services were expanded. In
1906 the institution changed its name and was renamed Instituto Crandon.
Cecilia’s work is really memorable. She was not stopped by the fact that she was
a woman in 1889, she was able to manage a school on her own although later her
brother would help her.

Mrs Conard, better known as "Miss Reid", took charge of the institution
immediately upon arriving from Paris in 1914. She led the institution for 38
years.
In this long stage in which the student body exceeded the number of 1000, her
action had two culminating moments: the acquisition of the current property
on 8 de Octubre, and 20 years later when she conceived and led to the
successful completion of the building for the primary section. At the request of
her "spiritual daughters" she was given the well-deserved tribute to such a
distinguished career, naming the primary building "REID HALL." She passed
away on May 29, 1964 in the United States, at the age of 80.

Miss Elisabeth Hewett was a North American missionary who worked for seven
years in Mexico. She was the second lady to be appointed in the U.S.A. by the
W.F.M.S. as the principal of the “Liceo Evangélico”.
1893 was a very significant year. Under the general direction of Miss Hewett the
women's foreign missionary society acquired the first property. The building,
located on San José street, had space for 200 students and also for the boarding
school and pupils.

Violeta Cavallero taught Christian Education at the school for many years. She
dedicated her life and faith to working with enthusiasm, teaching, preaching
and helping wherever it was
necessary. She started a Sunday school in the Methodist Church of Malvín,
encouraged her students to follow her and get to know other social realities,
managing to obtain donations for the homeless.
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C  U  R  R  E  N  T    P  E  O  P  L  E
T H A T  H A V E  P O S I T I V E L Y  C O N T R I B U T E D  T O  O U R  S C H O O L

Alicia was a teacher at public schools and at Crandon. She worked at our school
from 1976 to 1980 as a 1st and 5th grade teacher. In 1987 she became the primary
school principal, and had this position until 2008. She passed away in 2009.
She is remembered for her warmth when sharing life experiences with children
and families. When she passed away, the students had the idea of having a place
at school with her name. They chose the path of the pergola that connects the
primary school with high school.

Mario Vasallo was born in 1945. He studied teaching and had an artistic
inclination. He was also a plastic workshop teacher and worked at the public
school and at Crandon as a teacher. In this institution, he also led the creation
of the “archivo histórico”.

Ana Laura Belistri worked at Crandon as the coordinator of Social Action in the
Educational Pastoral Care. She dedicated her life to the defense of the rights of
the most vulnerable and unprivileged. Sensitive, with profound empathy and a
unique smile, Ana Laura left an incredible mark on each one of those whom she
met. Because of this she is remembered with a students’ leisure room in the
Main Building.

Carlos  Varela has been working at Crandon for 46 years. Currently, he is the
general director. However, in the past, he worked as a primary school teacher,
then coordinator, and also primary school principal. For him, the institution is
a part of his life. His daughters are former students and he considers that here,
he was able to develop as a teacher. He has been able to establish a great deal of
trust with students and teachers. He claims that Crandon is not only a school
but a place to make bonds that will last a lifetime. 

Adolfo has been working at Crandon for a lot of years as the Pastoral Leader.
For Adolfo, Crandon means a place to share values not only for students, but
also for school staff and families.

All these icons were fundamental to everything that has to do with the foundation of the school
until our current days. They were and continue to be very important for our education and will be
remembered for the rest of the history of Instituto Crandon.
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INTERVIEWING
FORMER STUDENTS

María Eugenia Goyeneche

Luca Lo Forte, Martín Sáez, Justina Goyeneche, Francesca Cardozo and Belén Banegas

Introduction

Final reflection

Cecilia Baridon
During the interview, we asked a few
questions to Cecilia, she is the
English coordinator at our school.  
One of these was; are there any big
changes in the clasroom? And she
clarified that there aren’t many
changes,  However, the screens that
were inserted this year in 8th form
are a big change. 

On May 9th, María Eugenia
Goyeneche and Cecilia
Baridon came to our class
to talk about the school
and to compare how  
classrooms are nowadays
and how they were when
they came to school. We
had to think about 4
questions to ask them. It
was an interview of about  
40 minutes. It was long
but very intresting and fun  
.

It was a very interesting interview.
We think that it was a very good
opportunity to know more about
where we are all day long and the
history of it. We would like to
thank them for coming  here and
answering our questions. 

We also asked Eugenia the same
question, and she said that one of the
big changes is the colour of the walls,
which are really different now. Other
changes are the uniform, the desks, the
chalk board, which nowadays is a white
board, and last but not least if you
wanted to print something you had to go
to ICT, but now you go to the photocopy
room.



INTERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

Cecilia Baridon
works as an English
teacher and
coordinator of the
area here in
Crandon.

Maria Eugenia
Goyeneche works at
a laboratory, they
are both ex-students
here at Crandon

 On May 9th, 2024 in Instituto Crandon,
the class 8º3 interviewed two people,
Cecilia Baridon and Maria Eugenia
Goyeneche, they are both former
Crandon students, they came to our class
to tell us about how things were at
Crandon when they attended and how it
changed.

PRIMARY BUILDING

TO CECILIA BARIDON AND MARIA EUGENIA GOYENECHE

In our opinion doing this  was very
interesting and it helped our group
know more  about the historical part of
the primary building. We also got to
know some anecdotes that happened
there.

WHO ARE THEY ?

FINAL REFLECTION







Although in different years, Cecilia and Eugenia were students
of Crandon from kindergarten to high school. They both
showed great disposition for the interview and we are very
thankful because of that.

Historical Figures Group 9th May 2024

CECILIA BARIDON AND EUGENIA GOYENECHE

In t e r v i ew

EUGENIA GOYENECHE

Each group of the class of 8°3 thought 4 questions, two for
each interviewee. The first two questions were about the
theme of the group, and the other two about their life at
Crandon. One person from each group asked the
corresponding questions to Eugenia and Cecilia.

THE INTERVIEWERS

CECILIA BARIDON
Cecilia started primary school in 1986 and became a senior in
1998. She said that the primary teacher Lili Braggio left a mark
on her, she was a very shy student and Lili encouraged her to
feel more confident. For her, Crandon is a really important
part of her life since she studied here, she works here and her
two sons are students at primary school.

Eugenia started studying at Crandon in 1993, when she was
three years old, and graduated in 2009. For her Alicia Otero,
the primary school principal in those times, was very
important because she remembers her as always taking care
of everyone and knowing the name of every child of the
school. She also mentioned Silvana Silva, who was her first
and second grade teacher, she says she was very nice and
polite with her and with her partners.

Written by  Federica Cetani, Juan Manuel Delmonte, Diego Jaime, Isabella Laborde
and Valentino Solecio

It was very interesting to interview them and we learnt a lot.
We realized that coming to Crandon not only provides
knowledge but that it also means being a part of a
community. 

FINAL REFLECTION



HOME ECONOMICS GROUP:
In our opinion, this project took us into a historical part of our
school. We think that it helped us to know more about more Crandon
and made us think about the importance of it. 

ENGLISH SECTION GROUP:
During our most recent English project, we had an exciting and
educational experience.  The project was great , as we got to work in
teams, share our ideas, and learn from each other.

HISTORICAL FIGURES GROUP:
It led us to know about the history of the most important people of
our school. It was very interesting to search and learn about new
people. We also worked in groups, making the project entertaining.

MAIN BUILDING GROUP:
From our point of view the project involves lots of knowledge,
teamwork, and commitment from all parts of the group. It also
introduced us into a historical part of our school, and helped us to
know more about the past.

PRIMARY BUILDING GROUP:
It was great to have this topic because we spent a lot of time in the
primary building when we were children. It also helped us to know
more about the building per se, like historical facts and anecdotes.

FINAL
REFLECTIONS

L
ECTIONS



FINAL
REFLECTIONS

THANK YOU FOR READING!

WHILE WE WERE INVESTIGATING, WE CAME ACROSS A MAGAZINE FROM
1946 THAT CONTAINED ANSWERS FROM SENIORS TO THE QUESTION
“WHAT DO I WANT TO DO AFTER GRADUATING?. WE WOULD LIKE TO
SHARE ONE THAT MADE AN IMPACT ON US:

“This is a question which I have asked myself many times without finding an
answer. 
Crandon has been cultivating my mind and my spirit so that I could go and give all
I have received to others. 
In what way can I do this? I could study to be a doctor or a welfare worker or
perhaps a teacher. Yes, why not be a teacher? 
I want to be a teacher in Crandon to be able to teach boys and girls the things that
will help them to succeed later in life. I want to be a teacher in Crandon to help
these children develop the “Crandon Spirit”

INGEBORG GESSNER

This “Crandon Spirit” that this student so prefectly identifies is still present
within the walls of this school. Even though she wrote this 78 years ago, her
reflections are very much true nowadays. We too feel the “Crandon Spirit”
roaming the halls of our institution and we see it present in all the actions that
are done to help those in need whether they be a fellow student, a worker or
even people we don’t know. This is what makes us proudest and we promise to
keep on carrying the “Crandon Spirit” wherever our future leads us. 



-Varela, Carlos et. al, (2019). Golden & Blue. Instituto Crandon: 140 años de
sueños compartidos. Montevideo: Vergara. Penguin Random House
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